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Spreading out the catch
Protecting krill predators in Area 48 
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Imagine for a moment that you are a chinstrap penguin breeding in Antarctica.

You feed mainly on Antarctic krill so you depend on this small crustacean for your survival. 



During the summer, you need to leave the colony and your offspring to go and forage at sea.



You have to maximize the energy you spend to reach areas where krill is to be found,

and therefore, the distance you have to travel before you find krill is important for you.



In a normal year, you know krill is out there, close enough to the breeding colony. 

But where do all these krill come from?
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The life cycle of Antarctic krill, starts in the Southern summer when females lay eggs that 

rapidly sink to deep watersé where they are safe from parental stock or plankton feeders. 
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In those deep and dark waters, eggs will hatch resulting in the first of eleven larvae stages, 

the Naupliusstageé
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é and the migration to the surface slowly begins. Larvae start then feeding, while 

they continue growing and changing, becoming adults after several months.
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During the long months of winter, larvae and adults survive below the sea ice protected from 

predators and feeding mainly on ice algaeé thus sea ice is a vital factor for the survival of krill.


